
 

Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 

 

Situation Update 

We have been informed by the MoH that all children and staff have returned PCR negative test results - this is fantastic 

news for our families. 

 

It is also fantastic news for our whole school community. Why? Because it highlights and proves just how safe and tight 

our Covid protocols have been at GIP over the past year. This case was not contracted while in school. It was possibly 

brought into school innocently last week, but our distancing and cleaning measures ensured that it did not spread to 

others. Our decision to immediately isolate Year 3 last Friday and close the school for safety purposes has been justified. 

Our number one priority is the safety of our children. Every decision we take is based around their safety and the best 

learning opportunities for them.  

 

I would like to thank again our fabulous admin team for keeping you informed in English and Chinese of the situation 

when there was a lot of false information out there, for the rapidity in which we were able to isolate Year 3 last Friday 

and for how well the school is cleaned on a regular basis. 

 

Again I would like to thank the family for removing their child as soon as they did. By doing so, it reduced the threat 

level to other students. 

 

I would also like to thank Mr Keenan for being the first person in and last person out at the testing centre on Tuesday 

in order to reassure his class. This is the above and beyond care that our teachers have for your children. 

 

A thank you to parents who sent in messages of support and thanks to the school over the past seven days. It is a 

testament to the growing community feel about GIP which I know will continue to grow. 

 

A thank you as well to all our staff who seamlessly switched to remote learning over the weekend. Planning remote 

lessons is very different to the plans that were in place for normal face to face teaching. Their extra effort in re-planning 

and creating online resources is to be commended by all. 

 

And finally, well done to all our brave and  Year 3 students who have endured a scary week. You have shown great 

courage and resilience. After this, there is no need to worry about any spelling test in the future! 

 

Sibling and Family School Photographs 

A new schedule will be sent out as soon as we can book the photography team again. 

 

First Day of Term 3 

This will be on Monday 19 April and will be back in school as normal. 

 

End of Term 2 School reports 

End of Term 2 Data Reports for years 1-10 and end of Term Full Reports for Years 11-13 have now been released via 

your GEMS parent Portal https://oasis.gemseducation.com/ and on the GEMS Connect App. 

 

A GEMS Education School    
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IMPORTANT 

*GEMS Parent Survey* 

Please do take this survey. This is not the normal survey and is your chance to help decide what type of school you 

want GIP to be in the future. There are questions as to why you chose the school? what is important to you in a school? 

what sort of fee increase you would be happy with? what sort of expat teacher to local teacher mix you would be 

happy with? If you are happy with how the school has coped with the pandemic and has helped your child during 

remote and face to face learning, then please score us a 9 or a 10 in those questions. If you are unhappy, do let us know 

so we can solve the problem.English version: Click here   Mandarin version: Click here  

 

Finance Update  

Term 3 Tuition Fee invoices have been released through the parent portal for the upcoming Term 3 via the email account 

communication@gemsedu.com If you have not received your invoice, please check your junk email and/or email us at 

finance_gip@gemsedu.com.  For information about payment, click here 

 

CCA’s - Delay 

We have decided to delay the start of CCA’s next term in light of recent events. We just do not think that we would be 

able to justify to you if there was a case next term and we had allowed children to spread beyond their current year 

group bubbles. All academic exam grade CCA’s will still take place as they remain within bubbles. A new programme 

within bubbles for you to sign up for will come out once we are back in school. 

 

Introducing New Staff for 2021-22 

Sarah Fibke will be joining us from Little Heath School in the UK where she has 

been teaching English GCSE. Prior to this, Sarah taught English in Canada. Sarah 

has a Bachelor of education in English Language from the University of Alberta, 

Canada. Prior to teaching, Sarah was a Don Bosco volunteer living and helping 

children who live in the train stations of Howrah and Kolkata. 

 

New Families and Refer a Friend Financial Reward Scheme – Contact info_gip@gemsedu.com.my  Information on 

Admissions can be found here. For each successful referral, you receive RM1,500! 

 

Upcoming Events 

APRIL EVENT Venue TIME 

Fri 2 – Fri 16 School Closed – Spring Break   

Mon 19 First Day of Term 3 

Year 3 Curriculum Parents Meeting 

Year 1 Curriculum Parents Meeting 

 

PD Room 

PD Room 

 

08:15 

14:00 

Tue 20  Year 2 Curriculum Parents Meeting PD Room 08:15 

Wed 21 Year 5 Curriculum Parents Meetings PD Room 08:15 

Thur 22 Year 4 Curriculum Parents Meeting 

FS Curriculum Parents Meeting 

Year 6 Curriculum Parents Meeting 

PD Room 

PD Room 

PD Room 

08:15 

09:00 

14:30 

 

Parent/School Personalized Service – Communication, Contact Us Directly 

Your first contact is your child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 

Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 

Parent Relations Executive/Mandarin - l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com  

 

Social Media - Follow us on: Instagram ; Facebook ;Twitter (@GEMSPenang) 

 

GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 

 
Duncan Grice 

Principal 
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What a rollercoaster of a week it has been! I could not be more impressed by the resilience, courage, care for each other 

and team spirit all of the children, staff and parents have shown this week. The messages of support and seeing so 

many pull together across our community has been extremely heart-warming. 

 

As you know, your children’s learning journey’s will be 

changing over after the Spring break and they will all embark 

on a new adventure with new focus and new class texts. All 

our teachers are excited to share the information about the 

term to come with you. We would love for you to join us for 

information sessions during the first week back. These will be 

in school socially distanced in the PD room. Please see timings 

beside. 

 

Should you have any queries or questions that you would like to ask please do not hesitate to get in touch with your 

class teacher. Should you require anything further please do give myself or my team a call or email on 

Naomi Jn Charles  – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com   Barry Conway – b.conway_gip@gemsedu.com 

Jelan Jn Charles – j.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com   Lily Etminan - e.laleh_gip@gemsedu.com  

 

Earlier this week, you will have received your child’s Term 2B snap shot report. Please access this through the Phoenix 

portal. I am delighted that so many parents have joined us for parent teacher conferences this week. This has been a 

hugely valuable opportunity to catch up and share progress, attainment and next steps for our children. Thank you to 

all parents for making the time, it really does provide the best for each child when everyone is working together for 

them. 

 

Each term, we host a special celebration in each of our year groups for the child who is voted for by their friends to 

receive our GEMS Jewel of Kindness Award. This is given to the children by their peers for being the person who 

demonstrates the best core values in the class, who is kind and respectful and continually strives to be the best they can 

be. We are incredibly proud to have the following children as part of our school community and hope you will join us 

in celebrating them. 

Year 6 – Yu Shyn Year 5 – Boss 

Year 4 – Aliya Year 3 – Harper 

Year 2 – Hao Zhe Year 1 – Charynn 

Our teachers would like to congratulate the following children on their excellent contributions to their learning this 

week. They have produced some fantastic learning and shown themselves to be model students. I hope you will join 

me in congratulating them. 

Year 6 – Evan Year 5 – Jonathan 

Year 4 – Elsa Year 2 – Zheng Khai 

Year 1 – Junelle FS – Xin Thong 

Year 3 – To all of Year 3 for being super resilient, brave and courageous and showing great team spirit. 

 

Today we are all hoping that we have had our very last remote learning session. Although this has been an incredible 

learning experience and taught us all so much, we will all be glad to get back into the classroom. We understand the 

anxiety and concern that has come from this uncertain and worrying time. Please note that we will continue to focus 

on the children’s well-being after the holidays and have lots of PSHCE, assembly and circle time activities planned in 

to support all of our children with their thoughts and feelings at this time. 

 

I wish you all a very safe and healthy break and for those celebrating, have a very Happy Easter 

  

Naomi Jn Charles  

Head of Primary 

 

 

 

Primary School Updates 
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Parent-Teacher Consultation Week – Thank you to all of the families for attending our remote parent consultation 

event this week.   Staff were so happy to spend time with you one on one after such a turbulent term to review your 

child’s progress and talk about how best to enable them to achieve their very best.  Even when we are not able to meet 

in person we so value these events where we can work as a team around your child. 

 

Amazing Learning – So many lovely learning moments have taken place recently in the GIP community.  Before we 

were asked to remain home, Ms Christie’s Year 9 class were enjoying their time in the Black Box, working to present the 

Prologue from Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. In Mrs Fielding’s class Year 9 have been appreciating World Water Day 

during their study of Macbeth.  Pupils were asked to analyse the symbolism of water within the play and then create a 

poster using this information.  In Year 13 students in economics used the blackboard walls to practice their Market 

Structure diagrams.  A really good session for them to demonstrate their understanding and correct each other's 

mistakes and share feedback.  Our GIP Students are officially amazing. 

 
Celebration Assemblies -  Our celebration assemblies today were spectacular.  We had speeches from the secondary 

senior leaders to honour these achievements, student performances, photo memory montages and award-giving 

ceremonies.  We took the time to celebrate the students and their individual achievements in all their glory.  We are 

immensely proud of them all.  They have shown such humility, comradery, resilience and dedication to their studies 

over the course of this term.  It was an absolute joy to celebrate them all today. I am very sad to have spoken at my last 

celebration assembly in the secondary school; they were such special celebration assemblies.  The students and staff are 

so very special to me and always will be.   

 
Humanities Ambient Week – Last week we celebrated Humanities Ambient Week.  Throughout our Humanities 

Ambient Week, students learnt about what Humanities is all about and why it is important. We ended the week with 

an assembly celebrating World Water Day which was on 22 March. Well done to all the students who contributed to 

the activities especially the Haikus and also to our 6th Form students and a couple from Year 10 and 11 who helped put 

together the assembly and skit. We would also like to thank the Art and the English departments for their support in 

Humanities Week by including the topic Water in their learning. Ms Graeme – Head of Humanities 

 
Headteacher Award – Physical Education – This week our winners for the headteacher award have been recognised 

for their progress and attainment in PE. Our Head of PE, Mr Leak, has said about these students  “Congratulations and 

well done to the following students for receiving the PE award for their year level. The PE awards went to students that 

demonstrated excellent effort and participation in online PE lessons, PE lessons at school, and the PE inter-house 

competition.” 

Year 7 – Yuvahrayshman Mohan Dhas Year 8 – Cheong Shiyu Alfred 

Year 9 – Nives Koh Hang Year 10 – Josephine Maya Grice 

Year 11 – Samuel Arul Pragasam Year 12 – Ng Jer Tze Roy 

Year 13 – Tan Hui Ying 

Well done to all our winners! Wishing you all a wonderful Easter break. 

 

Sarah Findlater 

Head of Secondary 

 

 

---------- 

 -------- 
 
 
 
  

Secondary School Updates 
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Schools Update 

House Points News from Ms Pamela Christie - House News! 

PE Interhouse Tournament 

This term our students have been participating in badminton, football, jumping 

and running games and relays during their PE lessons and have been actively 

achieving points for their Houses. The results were very close with Phoenix and 

Kelpie tying in 1st place! Well done to all our students and our fabulous PE Team. 

 

 

From Mr Adrian Blair – Head of Secondary Maths & Ms Laura Vertigans – Head of Primary Maths 

SASMO online Maths Competition - Tuesday 13th April 2021 

1.) The Singapore and Asian Schools Maths Olympiad will take place online on Tuesday 13th April. This 

competition is open to all students in GIP from Years 1 to 13. Top scorers in the competitions can receive 

awards and certificates, which are well recognised by Universities worldwide. Students should be 

entered by their parents via the SASMO website https://smo-testing.com/sasmo/ Entry RM90 per child. 

Note that the competition takes place during the school holidays. Anyone entering should inform Mr 

Blair a.blair_gip@gemsedu.com in Secondary and Miss Vertigans l.vertigans_gip@gemsedu.com in 

Primary.  

 

2.) The Kangaroo Maths Competition 2021 will take place online on 20 & 21 April 2021 (Primary) and 27 & 

28 April 2021 (Secondary). This competition is open to students in GIP from Year 1 to 12. Every 

participant will receive a certificate of participation and top scorers will receive medal from Kangaroo 

Math Malaysia.For more information, please visit https://www.kangaroomath.com.my/ or 

https://www.facebook.com/KangarooMathMalaysia/ 

 

Mangahigh Competition- Second round  

Well done to everyone who has competed in 

the Mangahigh competition so far from GIP. It has been 

fantastic to see the number of children who have taken part and 

enjoyed the different challenges and activities across Primary 

and Secondary. Unfortunately, due to the school closure this 

week, the certificates will be distributed to our second 

round winners after the two week break. Congratulations again 

to all these children. Please see the leaderboard below for a list 

of these winners:  

 

 

 

Mangahigh Competition – Third round 

As of Wednesday 31st of March, both Primary and Secondary 

students have worked together phenomenally to drive the 

competition forward. Across East Asia, we were ranked in 

12th place in March due to being back in face to face learning so 

as to limit their time on screen for the children’s mental well 

being. A special congratulations to all of those children who 

have placed on our leaderboard for the end of the competition 

this month. You have all worked incredibly hard to participate 

in the competition as well as being in school also. Special 

congratulations to Kajiya Kazuha (1st place), Chern Xin Cheong 

(2nd place) and Alfred Cheong Shiyu (3rd place). These 

certificates will also be handed out after the two week break.   
 
We hope that you have a lovely and restful holiday and return recharged, ready to challenge yourselves with the 

fourth round of our competition.  
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