
Message from the Principal  
 

It was lovely to meet so many of you this morning at the Principal’s Welcome meeting. It really did demonstrate 
how committed we all are to the welfare and development of our children. May I remind everyone that next 
Wednesday 16 September is a public holiday and school will be closed. 
 

New Staff Arrival 
We now have only one new staff member still in quarantine with one more flying very soon. We are in a great 
position compared to some schools who have been unable to get their new staff into the country at all. For this, we 
have the hard work of our HR department and SLT team to thank.  
 

Covid 19 Information Sessions 
One of our parents, Dr. Raymond Choy, will be starting to give some brief information sessions to students 
beginning next week. He will also be offering a session for parents. We will send you a sign up email/WhatsApp 
shortly. I do encourage as many of you as possible to attend. 
 

Cafeteria Updates 
We are aware of sometimes the food portions not being consistent. We are working closely with our caterers to 
rectify this. Please do the selection for October menu before 18 September 2020. 
 

Communication  
Communication is our lifeblood. Please do communicate regularly with us if you need clarification about 
anything. 
 

Next Parent Information Sessions  
Please note that the Swimming at GIP parental session will be delayed until this option becomes available to us 
again under the SoP’s.  

Date Session 
Wed 16 Sept  Malaysia Day Public Holiday 

 

Calendar for the School Academic Year 
Please click here for the link to the calendar, which is also on our website. 
 

Parent Class Representatives  
Please contact your child’s class teacher or form tutor directly if you wish to volunteer to be class rep. See 
attachment for class Rep Letter. 
 

Parent/School Personalized Service 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is 
your child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 
 

We are GIP - we are a family. 
 

Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
 A GEMS Education School     
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Primary School Updates 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
We are delighted to have welcomed Mr Grice into our primary school this week, he had a lovely time touring our 
school and meeting all of our wonderful children. We were all very pleased that so many of you came to join him 
for the “Principals Meeting” today. I hope you are as excited as us about learning at GIP this year! 
Thank you to those parents who joined us for the “Reading With Your Child” parent engagement session this 
week. We hope that this supported parents in strategies for helping your child to read at home and demonstrated 
how important this daily interaction is. The presentation and handouts have been shared here if you would like to 
use them.  Here are two interesting videos you might be interested in viewing.  
 
Why talking to little kids matters, Anne Fernald. TED talk here. 
 
Why we should all be reading aloud to children,  
Rebecca Bellingham. TED talk here. 
 
 
 
 
There has been some fantastic learning happening right across the primary school. Year 1 have really enjoyed 
completing their superhero writing. Facebook link here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 have created some fabulous War Time inspired silhouettes and enjoyed beginning their Learning Journey 
“Friend of Foe” 

We are very thankful to Dr Raymond Choy who has volunteered his time to 
come and support the children’s understanding about the current pandemic as 
well as the importance of handwashing and keeping safe. In school, children 
wash their hands before each meal once in the morning and in the afternoon with 
soap and water. Additionally each class has hand sanitizer available at all times. 
We are excited to welcome Dr Choy in to support our families as much as 
possible during this difficult time. 
 
Everyone has really enjoyed and benefitted from taking part in PE this week. We 
will continue these additional bursts of PE each day with the children wherever 
possible as this has made a huge difference to their time in school 
 
Have a lovely weekend with your families 
Kind regards 
 
Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
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Phoenix Classroom - All of our students have been using our high tech new learning portal, Phoenix 
Classroom, over the last two weeks.  The portal allows us to post resources, conduct live video lessons, 
students to submit assignments, students to get feedback and for house points to be awarded and viewed from 
within the platform, among many other things.  Soon we will be opening this up for families to view highlights 
of the work their child is doing in their subjects.  A great way for us all to keep connected and for you to gain 
insight into the school experiences of your child.  We will release further information on this as time goes on.  
  
Settling of Year 7 Students - We are super proud of all of our new Year 7 students who have taken to 
secondary school like ducks to water.  They have been focused, mature, helpful, kind to one another and so 
keen to learn.  We are really excited about their potential with us and look forward to seeing what they can 
achieve this  year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Lesson Objectives and Success Criteria - We have had refresher training with our staff in the use of 
assessment and planning lessons with a clear and progressive approach to enable students to progress 
rapidly.  A huge part of this approach is our clear use of learning objectives focusing on the key skills the 
students need to develop in the lesson and specific assessment framework linked success criteria that ensures 
that students of all abilities are supported and challenged in every lesson.  Below is one of our new teachers 
from the UK, Mrs. Fielding using this approach with our Year 7 student.  
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Our second week back has been very smooth.  The students have been arriving on time, attendance has been 
extremely high, the students have behaved exceptionally well and the end of day dismissal is orderly and 
calm.  Thank you to our parents who have supported the students to navigate this, more complex than usual, start 
to the academic year. We are still so grateful to have them back with us and learning in school. We have had 
another busy week.  Some highlights are here: 
 
Diversity Assembly – This week our assembly value was global citizenship.  Our phase leaders hosted wonderful 
remote assemblies on the topic of Diversity.  The students took part in discussions and activities that allowed them 
to consider what prejudice and discrimination is and how it feels when we are discriminated against.  The student’s 
ideas and thoughts shared were powerful and mature.  A great assembly that culminated in them celebrating their 
differences and being proud of them. 
 

Secondary School Updates 
 


