
Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
 

It was great to see the children back in school this week. Most of them seemed happy to be back although many were 
struggling with the earlier morning wake up time! 
 

Community Support and Thoughts About This Week 
Thank you to those of you who have understood the reasons as to why we are unable to have students from Kulim and 
Mukim 12 & 13 in school as directed by the Ministry of Education. 
 

A few points to note: 
1. This decision was made by the MoE, not the school. 
2. The decision came to us on Monday afternoon via the SoP’s dated Monday 7th  but contradicted what we had 

been told previously, so we spent all day Tuesday 8th finalizing exactly what we had to do and what we were 
allowed to do. 

3. We let parents know as soon as we knew. Here I apologise, I wanted this sent out on Tuesday evening but 
clarification was too late and the breakdown of the system thus it went out on Wednesday morning. 

4. We also do not agree with the decision. 
5. No-one is more frustrated right now than every Principal of International Schools in Penang who have had to 

implement what is basically a policing issue of not allowing children from these areas into schools when they 
are allowed to travel everywhere else.  

6. Adults from Red Zones can come into school, but children cannot. Children can travel interstate, they can go to 
shopping malls, gyms, swimming pools and restaurants, but they cannot come into school, and those who can 
have to sit in one seat all day, cannot do PE, cannot use the pool or eat in the cafeteria. If anyone can explain this 
to me, please do! 

7. We have tried along with every international School in Penang to get a reversal from the MoE, but we have 
been told to stick to the SoP’s sent out on Monday 7th. 

8. If we have a Covid case and we had allowed children from a Red Zone to be in school, we would be held 
responsible which would mean the school being closed and a fine imposed. 

 

If your child has to remain at home, they will be supported by having learning activities posted for them on Phoenix as 
well as the possibility of attending some lessons remotely. Teachers will be teaching the class in school so may not be on 
screen all the time. Please contact teachers directly if this is technically possible. Teachers are also available for 
communication and guidance as normal. 
 

Please be Nice to GIP Staff 
This pains me to have to write this but please treat the staff at GIP with decency when talking to them. This week we 
have had parents on the phone shouting, or being rude to staff members who are just doing their job courteously.  
 

If we are made aware that your child could have been exposed to Covid by a family member or your condo has a 
confirmed case, we are duty bound to call you to seek clarification directly from you as part of our duty of care to the 
whole community. Every parent at the school would expect us to do this. What this does not merit is to be shouted at. 
 

If we inform you that your child cannot come to school because you live in a Red Zone area, we are doing it because we 
have been told to by the Ministry. We are not making this up, lying about it or doing it to annoy people! Please contact 
the MoE and take your frustration out on them! 
 

If you WhatsApp or email a staff member at night, it is not rude or disrespectful that they do not answer you until the 
next day.  
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We are trying to build a respectful community at GIP, please do not shout and rant at my staff – come in and meet with 
me or contact me directly on +60 5097000 and press option 5. 
 

We need to be together as one community during this.  
 

Hydra House Free Dress Day  
What a riot of blue was on show today with our first charity non-uniform day of the year led by Hydra House. Thank you 
to the Hydra House Captains Erica Ng and Brian Ng as well as Head of Hydra House Miss Evangeline for organising 
such a super event. 
 

Parent Survey Regarding our Online Provision 
We are aware that there is a possibility of a return to remote learning at some point in the future. Because of this possibility 
we would be keen for parents to let us know what you think about our online learning provision, through completing a 
short survey. The survey has been designed by our students and should only take around 5 minutes to complete. 
Complete the survey now 
 

Finance Updates 
Term 2 Tuition Fee invoices were released through the portal on 27 November 2020 for Term 2 via the email account 
communication@gemsedu.com. If you have not received your invoice, please check your junk email and/or email us at 
finance_gip@gemsedu.com 
 

Catering/Transport Fee Adjustment 
An adjustment has been made against the Term 2 fees because of CMCO.  

 
 

Payment methods 
We appreciate timely payment before 4th January 2021.If this is not possible, please contact us to discuss and make 
alternative arrangements. 
a) Cash - to cashier at school 
b) Cheque - Cheques payee "GEMS EDUCATION M1 SDN BHD" 
c) Credit Card - either at school or online - https://oasis.gemseducation.com  
d) Bank Transfer - Bank Name: Maybank    Account Name: GEMS EDUCATION M1 SDN BHD 
     Account No: 5143 4761 6254  Swift Code/IBAN : MBBEMYKL  
Should you need further clarification and assistance, please do not hesitate to email us at finance_gip@gemsedu.com or 
call 04 – 5097000 
 

Upcoming Events 
DECEMBER EVENT 

Mon 14 –Fri 18 Primary Cooking and Crafty Creations Week 
Tue 15 Term 1 reports published to Phoenix 
Wed 16 Primary Cinema Afternoon with hot chocolate and popcorn 
Thur 17  Primary SoP Christmas Parties 

Fri 18 Christmas Jumper Day - End of Term 1 Remote Assemblies 
 

Parent/School Personalized Service - Communication 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is your child’s 
homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 
Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 
Mandarin - l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com  

 

GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 
 

Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 1 Discount Term 2 Fee Total Payable
Catering -400 960                  560                   
Transport - Mainland route -450 1,575               1,125               
Transport - Island route -550 1,925               1,375               
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Dear Parents, 
 

Everyone across our primary school is absolutely delighted to have returned to school this week. It has been a joy to see 
the children reunited with their teachers and even though we continue to be restricted by the strict SOPs, there has been 
lots of fun and laughter along the corridors.  
 

This week the children have been busy completing their assessments which give us not only the information to share with 
parents in reports but also the starting points for our teaching and learning next term. Children have done a fantastic job 
with these and we are incredibly pleased with the level of progress being achieved across the primary school. 
 

It has been wonderful to see all of the children participate and join in with the Hydra House dress in blue day today. 
Thank you to all of the parents for supporting this, the children thoroughly enjoyed the day and it is fantastic for us to be 
collecting for charity and giving something back to those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

Next week on Wednesday 16th December, the children will be completing their learning journeys by watching the film of 
their class texts. Usually we would be able to provide popcorn and hot chocolate for the children, however under the SOPs 
this is not possible therefore we would like to invite children to bring in a nice drink and some popcorn in the afternoon 
as a treat. If this could be individually packed we would very much appreciate it as we are unable to allow sharing at this 
time. 
 

On Thursday 17th December, it will be Christmas Party Afternoon, children are welcome to come in in their party clothes 
on this day and in the afternoon we will be having lots of fun and many party games, all of which will follow the SOPs 
and be socially distanced. Class teachers will let you know what is happening for each individual class and share this with 
class reps in advance. 
 

To finish off Term 1 in style, we will be having our Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 18th December, on this day your 
children are welcome to wear their Christmas T-shirts or outfits as we will be having a wonderful Christmassy day in 
school singing lots of songs, hearing lots of stories and the children will finish the day with an assembly which they will 
watch and participate in remotely in school. 
 

Our teachers would like to congratulate the following children on their excellent contributions to their learning this week. 
They have produced some fantastic learning and shown themselves to be model students. I hope you will join me in 
congratulating them. 
 

Year 6 – Si Qi Year 5 – Jayden 
Year 4 – Clovy Year 3 – Hao Bang 
Year 2  - Yashvid Year 1 –  Ernie 
FS – Yun Qi 

 

Just a reminder, our school nurses are under strict pressure to abide by the track and trace policies put upon us by the 
MOH to keep everyone safe. It is their job to follow up and ensure appropriate action whenever they are made aware of 
any possible links to Covid 19 (a case being in a housing area students are in, children travelling together, a distant family 
member being poorly). The only way to be certain of the situation is for our nurses to call and check the facts with parents.  
 

This happens multiple times a day for families across the school. This is in no way set up to cause offence, it is the fastest 
way for us to ensure there is no risk. Thank you to all of the parents who have spoken to us and supported our nurses in 
carrying out this difficult part of their role. Working together, we are so much more effective at ensuring the best for 
everyone. 
 

Have a wonderful weekend, stay safe, 
 

Kind regards  
 

Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
 

Primary School Updates 
 



How wonderful it has been to have the children back in school once again. We are so proud of the efforts they made with 
their remote learning but it is just not the same as face to face. The students have been so happy and eager to get back in 
to their lessons; it has been a joy to see. 
 
KS4 and KS5 Mock Examinations - Our Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students are all eagerly preparing for their mock 
examinations that start on the 11th of January and span over the following three weeks. We have given them clear 
guidance and support regarding how to revise independently over the break and appeal to families of these students to 
ensure that they stick to their study timetables and focus on preparing for this important milestone for them all. We wish 
them all the best. 
 
Assembly - This week we have had Phase leader assemblies. There has been lots of very different topics being covered.. 
Ms Ooi presented to the Year 7 and 8 students on the topic of positive healthy relationships. Year 9 had their GCSE options 
assembly. Year 10 and Year 11 had a presentation from the University of West England on motivation and learning styles. 
Year 12 and 13 had Mr O'Donovan present to them on Practice from the mindset model. Lots going on and all bespoke to 
the different year groups across secondary. Lovely to see. 
 
GCSE and A-Level Options - Both Year 9 and Year 11 are currently being supported to choose their GCSE and A-Level 
options for the coming academic year. Information and guidance has been shared in person with the students and is also 
available on Phoenix classroom. Our Key Stage Three Phase Leader Ms Ooi and our KS4 Phase Leader Ms Lim are both 
offering options questions and answer session via zoom for all families who wish to attend on Friday 8th January. 
Information will be sent out regarding these sessions soon. 
 
Headteacher Award - This week our amazing award winners for the head teachers award have been recognised for their 
progress and attainment in Science. Our Head of Science, Mr Tingstrom, has written a few words about why each student 
has been selected this week below. This week's winners are... 
 

• Year 12 - Roy Ng Jer Tze - for his curiosity and eagerness to understand the principles of Chemistry and Physics 
going far beyond the limitations of the course 

• Year 11 - Melissa Chong - for her ambition and systematic hard work leading to her excellent results 
• Year 10 - Arthur Ang Sheng Xiang - for his inspirational joy of learning Science. 
• Year 9 - Kwan Yu - for being a dedicated Science student, showing great skill and creativity  
• Year 8 - Jo Vin Ang - for being creative and thinking outside the box, a budding scientist. 
• Year 7 - Ong Rui Tong - for her earnest efforts towards excellence. Producing credit-worthy notes and able to 

explain concept of atom and elements in periodic table very well. 
 

Stay safe and healthy. Have a lovely weekend 
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
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