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Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
 

Happy New Year and an especially warm welcome to all the new children and families joining us for Term 2 as well 
as those children who were unable to be in school for the last two weeks of the Autumn term. I hope that you had a 
relaxing break and managed to spend some quality family time with your children. We now have over 40 new 
students who have joined us since September. 
 

Possible Future Lockdown 
You may have noticed over the past few days various reports in the press regarding Penang returning to a 
full/partial lockdown as well as other reports stating that this is fake news. In fact, we are unsure if the 
announcement that the PM is making an announcement today at 4pm is fake or not! Welcome to our everyday 
world when trying to secure reliable information!  
 

We do not know if there will be a lockdown announced, however in case there is, we have sent equipment home for 
students yesterday and today, and you will be sent reminders of student log in details etc. We have planned the for 
the worst and are hoping for the best. 
 

Visit of John Gwyn Jones MBE – CEO of the Federation of British International Schools in Asia 
We were delighted to welcome John Gwyn Jones to GIP on Thursday. John toured 
the school and spoke to staff and some students about the sporting and educational 
opportunities for students and professional development for staff membership of 
the federation provides to GIP. We are hoping to become full members of FOBISIA 
in the near future. 
 

Remote Provision in Case of Another Lockdown  
I shared the results of the parent survey with you in December which were very positive. We have continued to 
improve our remote provision in case of another lockdown based on your suggestions as well as what we know 
worked well.  
 

If we do go into lockdown, please do take care of yourselves as well as your children. We all know how hard it is at 
home with 2 or 3 children all remote learning at the same time while you are trying to work. Talk together, have 
some alone time, establish daily routines, make sure you exercise to keep your morale high. Personally, I find 
lockdown difficult so making sure I have a routine and schedule planned helps keep me in a positive mind set. 
 

New SoP’s 
As always, we will be adhering strictly to the SoP’s to keep your children as safe as possible if we remain open on 
Monday. For the latest English version, click here 
 

School Glossy SIP 
You should have received your hard copy this week through your children. Click here to view. 
 

School car sticker 
The school car sticker is available now, please collect it from our receptionist Ms. Pushpan. 
 

Finance Updates 
For Term 2 Tuition Fee payment information, click here 
 
 

 

a 
 
 
 

THE GIP TIMES 
ISSUE 26 • 08 January 2021 

https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/family-guides/handbooks-guides/
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/GIP-School-Improvement-Plan.pdf
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/enrollment/fees/


Meal Plan 
We are experiencing a number of complaints regarding students not receiving the food they ordered. From our side, 
our system records all orders and prints out the list daily of the names of children with what has been ordered 
online. That meal is then given to that child. 
 

What we think is happening, is that students upon receiving the food are deciding whether they like the look of it 
or not and are then saying they don’t want that meal. Or, as was the case yesterday, a secondary school student took 
a meal they wanted rather than the meal that had been chosen for them online. Obviously this causes issues for all 
concerned. A suggestion might be for parents to choose meals with their children together? 
 

The other issue we are facing is parents not having filled in the meal preference form online but still wanting their 
child to have lunch. What we do in this situation is give them whatever we have which isn’t always what the child 
wants. Let us try to work together to minimize these issues. 
 

Speaking of English at GIP 
We really do need your support with this. English is the common language of inclusion at GIP. It is the language 
we all speak. We are constantly reminding students, particularly in secondary school about this. All languages are 
valued, however if some groups of students persist in speaking Chinese or Tamil or Korean, then they are alienating 
people and we are in danger of creating separate cliques and an unwelcoming environment. At my previous school 
in Egypt, I lost quality teachers because their children were not made to feel welcome. I do not want that to happen 
here. Please can you remind your children to support us with this. 
 

Farewell and Welcome 
We welcome Mohammad Hisham bin Abdullah to our staff. Mr. Hisham is our maintenance 
assistant and you may have started to see an improvement in the appearance of GIP already. 
 

We also will be saying farewell to Emma and John McDonald at the end of this term. Emma 
has been appointed as Head of Secondary School at Al Mamoura Academy in Abu Dhabi, part 
of the Aldar Academies group. While sad at losing two very good professionals, we are 
delighted for Emma on securing her first headship. We will not be replacing Emma for Term 
3 as those exam classes can be covered internally, but we are actively seeking a quality Year 2 
teacher to replace John for April. 
 

New Families and Refer a Friend Financial Reward Scheme 
If you have friends or colleagues in or moving to Penang, please introduce them to the school and our Admissions 
Team. (info_gip@gemsedu.com.my ) Information on Admissions can be found here. For every successful referral 
you will be rewarded with RM1,500! Our best marketing is through word of mouth, so why not earn yourself a little 
present from us! 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
JANUARY EVENT 
Mon 11–Fri 15 FS & Year 1 Health Screening 

Mock Examinations for Secondary  
Fri 15 Y9 Options confirmed by parents 

 

Parent/School Personalized Service - Communication 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is your 
child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 
Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 
Parent Representative executive & Mandarin l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com 

 

GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 
 

Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
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Dear Parents, 

Welcome back and a very Happy New Year to you all. I hope that you have managed a restful break and are fully 
charged and ready for the year ahead. 

All classes have hosted their wow days for the children this week, engaging them into the new learning journeys 
and inspiring them with new themes as well as enabling all children to pose questions about the learning for the 
term ahead. We have seen Year 1 fly off to Arabia on their magic carpets, Year 3 building rafts and exploring fossils 
as adventurers and Year 4 crafting African tribal necklaces and travelling around South Africa on their maps and 
virtual safaris. We are very excited about the learning and experiences the children will have throughout term 2 and 
whether at home or in school, we know the children will have a fantastic time learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all parents who joined us for the remote Curriculum Meetings with teachers this week. It was lovely 
to see so many faces with us. By now all of the power points and recordings have been sent out to you so if you 
were not able to attend you are still able to see all of the information. Should you have any queries or questions that 
you would like to ask please do not hesitate to get in touch with your class teacher. Should you require anything 
further please do give myself or my team a call or email on  
 

Naomi Jn Charles  – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com  Barry Conway – b.conway_gip@gemsedu.com  
Jelan Jn Charles – j.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com  Lily Etminan - e.laleh_gip@Gemsedu.com 

 

Our teachers would like to congratulate the following children on their excellent contributions to their learning this 
week. They have produced some fantastic learning and shown themselves to be model students. I hope you will 
join me in congratulating them. 
 

Year 6 - Kazuha Year 5 – Chranraj 
Year 4 - Pricila Year 3 – Phriyaa 
Year 2 – Qian Yu Year 1 – Lim Jun Xi 

 

Our primary school are aware of another potential imminent lockdown and continue to work hard planning for all 
eventualities. As such your child will have come home with a pack containing helpful resources to support their 
learning. We very much hope this will not happen however want to ensure we are as prepared as possible to provide 
continued excellent learning if the worst does happen. 
 

I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Kind regards  
Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
 
 
 

Primary School Updates 
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It has been lovely to have staff and students back in after the winter break. We have had a very smooth start to the 
term and thank our staff, students and families for this. 

Knowledge Organisers - The term two knowledge organisers for all units your children are studying in their 
subjects have been sent out to families now. Please do take the time to look over these so that you can easily discuss 
and support your child with the knowledge that is being covered in their subject this term. 

Mock Examinations - Our Y10, 11, 12 and 13 students have all been eagerly preparing for their mock examinations 
next week. We have been so impressed with their positivity, drive and dedication to their studies this week. We 
wish them all good luck with their examinations and subsequent results. 

Options Parental Engagement Sessions - This week we held parental engagement sessions on our A-Level and 
GCSE options. Ms Lim KS4 Coordinator and Ms Ooi, KS3 Phase leader, each presented to our parents about the 
options process and how we support our young people through this important time in their academic career. Thank 
you to all the parents who attended these sessions. information have now been sent out to all Year 9 and Year 11 
parents to further support families with their discussions and choices. 

Assembly - Science - Our remote assemblies are going from strength to strength. We so value getting together event 
remotely each week to focus on a common these. This week saw our science team presenting the assembly to 
students. They tackled key scientific questions and posed some fun challenges for our young people during the 
session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher Award - This week our amazing award winners for the headteacher's award have been recognised for 
their progress and attainment in Bahasa Malaysia. Our Head of BM, Ms Malar, has said written individual 
comments praising each student below. This week's winners are… 

 Y7 – Dashmiita Vikneswaran – shows progressive effort and huge interest in completing activities in BM class. 
 Y8 – Yan Isabella – places an excellent effort and shows full determination in completing any BM task set. 
 Y9 - Nives Koh Hang – shows great passion for learning BM and actively involved in classroom discussion. 
 Y10 – Josephine Maya Grice – shows consistent involvement and a huge improvement in learning BM. 

• Y11 – Lim Zi Tong - completes and consistent in producing work to an expected standard. Wishing you 

all a wonderful weekend. 

 

Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
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