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Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
 
Well what a week it has been and not a very pleasant one!  

As you are aware, schools have been allowed to remain open from Wednesday 13 January onwards for 
Y11-13 examinations and EYFS. We have delayed this as we needed to ensure that we could get our staff 
who live a distance away into school in order for us to keep our younger children safe while running 
these examinations correctly. Most international schools on the island have their staff living nearer to 
school than we have for obvious reasons, so this did not apply to them. 
 
We have been talking with the MoE and the police over the past days to get clarification on a number of 
issues. The new SoP’s have only just come through yesterday and are again unclear on a number of points. 
This is a further reason as to why school is currently closed. There are a great many details of which you 
will not be aware when translating MoE directives which are written for local schools into what we are 
allowed to do as an international school such as the percentage of staff we are allowed on campus. 
 
Today we conducted a trial to see if our staff could access school successfully. This proved to be positive, 
and we are now cleared to have 30% of our staff in school meaning that we can run the mock examinations 
as well as re-open EYFS. As a result, EYFS will resume at GIP on Monday, with our Mock exam 
programme resuming on Wednesday. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who have been supportive throughout this and for recognizing that any 
decision taken is always in the best interests of our children’s safety and education first and foremost. We 
will always continue to do this even if it means that some parents experience a personal logistical 
inconvenience. 
 
School Year Book for 19-20 
These are being printed. The yearbook for the current year will be printed for you by the end of summer 
term. 
 
School Improvement Plan Glossy  
Click here to view. 
 
School Car Sticker 

The school car sticker is available upon school re-opening from main reception. 
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https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/GIP-School-Improvement-Plan.pdf


 
New Families and Refer a Friend Financial Reward Scheme 
If you have friends or colleagues in or moving to Penang, please introduce them to the school and our Admissions 
Team. (info_gip@gemsedu.com.my ) Information on Admissions can be found here. For every successful referral 
you will be rewarded with RM1,500! Our best marketing is through word of mouth, so why not earn yourself a little 
present from us! 
 
Finance Updates 
Thank you to all those parents who have paid their fees promptly, it is greatly appreciated. For Term 2 Tuition Fee 
payment information, CLICK HERE 
 
Upcoming Events 

JANUARY EVENT TIME 
Mon 18 School re-opens for EYFS  9am 
Wed 20 School re-opens for Y11-13 Mock examinations 8am 

 
Parent/School Personalized Service - Communication 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is your 
child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 
Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 
Parent Representative executive & Mandarin l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com 

 
GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 
 
Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
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Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back to the first week of online learning. I could not be more impressed with how brilliantly everyone has 
transitioned back into the remote way of learning. This is by no means ideal, we completely agree but everyone 
pulling together in the way they are really is making the best out of this difficult time.  
 
Don’t forget that we all find things a little tricky sometimes, this experience can be hugely confusing for our children 
as well. Please do take the time to discuss the situation with your children and explain what is going on. Try to 
maintain a routine and ensure children are getting enough sleep and time away from screens. Don’t forget that if 
you do want to access a bit more support, we have a fantastic team who will be only too happy to chat with you.  
 
Miss Heuy Ting – School Counsellor - h.yeoh_gip@Gemsedu.com  
Miss Xin Hui – School Nurse  - n.xinhui_gip@gemsedu.com  
Miss Pammy – School Nurse - p.baidy_gip@gemsedu.com  
 
As per the MOE announcement, we will be opening our FS class on Monday. This will be under strict MOE SOP 
guidelines. Miss Lily will be contacting you in due course to confirm this.  
 
Class teachers are working around the clock to design and personalize the remote learning experience in the best 
way possible. Please do get in touch with them if you have any questions of queries. Should you require anything 
further please do give myself or my leadership team a call or email on -  

Naomi Jn Charles  – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com  Barry Conway – b.conway_gip@gemsedu.com  
Jelan Jn Charles – j.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com  Lily Etminan - e.laleh_gip@Gemsedu.com 

 
Our teachers would like to congratulate the following children on their excellent contributions to their learning this 
week. They have produced some fantastic learning online and shown themselves to be model students. I hope you 
will join me in congratulating them.  
 

Year 6 - Aaron Year 5 – Ansley 
Year 4 - Keshav Year 3 – Leo 
Year 2 – Deephisha Year 1 – Ivan 

 
I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend ahead. Stay home and safe.  
Kind regards  
Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
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We have had a week in which many announcements have been made and changes implemented.  And through it 
all, our staff and students have been focused on what is important, the students' progress and wellbeing.  We have 
an extremely resilient and determined staff and student body in the secondary school and they shone brightly this 
week.  I could not be more proud of everyone.    
 
Remote Learning Lesson - Remote learning has got off to a smooth and engaging start.  Student attendance has 
been excellent and they have been submitting some brilliant work.  Two examples of remote work by our Year 10 
students who are studying the novel by George Orwell, 1984, can be seen here.  Creative and informative – 
wonderful stuff.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remote Learning Timetables - For ease, we have stuck to the same format and schedule for the remote learning 
timetables this time as we did during the last time we were remote learning.  This will continue in the same way for 
the entirety of the time we are at home remote learning.  These are posted on the relevant Phoenix Classroom for 
KS3 (Year 7, 8 and 9), KS4 (Year 10 and 11) and KS5 (Year 12 and 13).  If you have any queries, our Phase leaders 
will always be happy to support you.  

• Key Stage Three -  Ms Ooi - s.ooi1_gip@Gemsedu.com   
• Key Stage Four – Ms Lim - l.yi_gip@gemsedu.com   
• Key Stage Five – Mr O’Donovan - b.odonovan_gip@gemsedu.com   

  
Year 11, 12 and 13 Mock Examinations - The remaining mock exams will run from Wednesday 20th of January until 
Monday 1st of February.   We are so pleased and relieved to be able to continue to run these vital examinations for 
our young people.  Students are expected to attend formal exams in full school uniform with all equipment that 
they need for the examination.  Students should arrive at school at least 15 minutes before any scheduled 
exam.  Students are welcome to be in school for the full day during mock examinations but are allowed to come in 
just for examinations and then leave the site if you wish.  Please note, the canteen is not open during this time so 
students must bring their own food to school.  We look forward to seeing your child in school on Wednesday.  
 

Assembly 10A - This week’s assembly was taken by 10A 
supported by their tutor Dr TingstromThe students explored the 
idea of sustainability.  They discussed the United Nations 
Sustainability Goals and looked at all the things Malaysia is doing 
to support this drive.  A great assembly leaving us thinking about 
what we can all do to ensure we look after the world we live in.  

  
I wish you all a restful weekend.  
  
  
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
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