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Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
Parent Whatts App Support During MCO 
This is an idea from our IT support team at GIP. If you are having issues with any form of IT, just use this link 
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=6045097010  which will then get through to them via  
WhatsApp to get through to them directly so they can fix any issue straight away. This will speed up the process by 
cutting out Lyn our wonderful PRE. 
 
GEMS UniConnect- University Global Fair Friday 29 – Sat 30 January 
For parents of Year 10 students upwards, please click on this link https://gemsedu-
my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/b_odonovan_gip/EWULsUlshlhBhxfHt20WbVQBVZ-f2XmIVb7h0N0Ih1Vw1g 
 
Council of British International Schools and EtonX Future Skills Online Courses 
There is a 15% discount for GIP students as part of our membership of COBIS for online courses with EtonX covering 
a range of skills. Use code COBIS15 for a 15% discount! For full details se the letter by clicking here 
OR check out their poster at 
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1609935124/cobis/fimriw4hbpq4lkzjnhky/Poster_EtonXFutureSkills.pdf 
 
Extension of the MCO 
It would appear that the MCO has been extended until 4th February. If we are told anything different by the 
MoE we will let you know. Please click here for official SOP Updates 
Whole School Parent Information Session - the dangers and positive use of social media 
Mr. Thomas conducted an excellent online session on this on Wednesday 27th at 3:30pm. The number of parents 
who attended was astonishingly small given just how important a part social media plays in our children’s lives. If 
you would like the session in Chinese, please contact l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com 
 
House Points  
Congratulations to Hydra House for winning this week. Griffin House still in the lead. 
 

YEAR HYDRA GRIFFEN KELPIE PHOENIX 
3 1 3 4 2 
4 4 3 1 2 
5 3 4 1 2 
6 2 4 3 1 
7 2 4 3 1 
8 4 3 2 1 
9 4 1 3 2 
10 4 2 2 3 
11 2 2 2 2 
12 4 2 2 4 
13 2 2 2 2 
Weekly Total 32 30 25 22 
TOTAL 56 62 48 45 
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Online Bookstore 
While we do offer many textbooks free online for students through our Classoos subscription, parents can purchase 
their own copies if they wish. The guide is on our website : 
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/GUIDE-TO-ORDER-YOUR-BOOKS-ONLINE.pdf 
 

Meal Plan 
Feb sign up meal plan link : https://forms.gle/euKr1pYwnPTioGAt5 
 March – 02nd Apr sign up meal plan link : https://forms.gle/Kbf3MLKKQVxEomwA7 
 

School Car Sticker 
The school car sticker is available upon school re-opening from main reception. 
 

New Families and Refer a Friend Financial Reward Scheme 
If you have friends or colleagues in or moving to Penang, please introduce them to the school and our Admissions 
Team. (info_gip@gemsedu.com.my ) Information on Admissions can be found here. For every successful referral 
you will be rewarded with RM1,500! Our best marketing is through word of mouth, so why not earn yourself a little 
present from us! 
 

Upcoming Events 
FEBRUARY EVENT TIME 
Mon 1- Fri 5 Primary online science week  
Wed 3 Whole School parent information session - developing critical thinking 

skills 
15:30 

Fri 5 CNY assembly to go live 
Lasy day of half term 

 

 

Parent/School Personalized Service - Communication 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is your 
child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 
Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 
Parent Representative executive & Mandarin l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com 

 

GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 
 
Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
 
 
 

Parent Engagement Online Session: The Dangers and Positive Use of Social Media 

Thank you to those parents who signed up and took part in this week’s parent engagement session. Your 
contributions to the session were extremely useful, and I hope that it provided some food for thought when it 
comes to discussing issues surrounding social media with your children. For those who were unable to make 
it, you can find the presentation slides from the session here. 
 

COVID-19 Guidance for Parents 
As we are all far too aware, the situation with regard to the current pandemic evolves quickly and is hard to 
predict. However, we will always try to respond to the latest available government guidance. From this, we 
have created a ‘Quick Guide’ for parents in relation to what to do in different Covid-19 related scenarios 
(here). 
 
Rhys Thomas 
Vice Principal 
 

School Newsletter | 22 Jan 2021 
 

 
  

Vice Principal Updates 

https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/GUIDE-TO-ORDER-YOUR-BOOKS-ONLINE.pdf
https://forms.gle/euKr1pYwnPTioGAt5
https://forms.gle/Kbf3MLKKQVxEomwA7
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/enrollment/admission-process/
mailto:n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/Dangers-of-Social-Media.pdf
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/Covid-quick-guide-for-parents.pdf


School Newsletter | 29Jan 2021 
 

PAGE 3 

 
  

Dear Parents, 
Let me begin by sending a huge thank you to those parents who have emailed me this week congratulating my 
family on our news. It was an incredibly difficult decision to leave GIP, this is a truly wonderful school that I am 
incredibly proud to be a part of. This is a school of excellence with a wonderful team and community and I am 
delighted to send my child here each day. I have no doubt the school will continue to grow from strength to strength. 
 
This week during our homeroom sessions, our children have been taking part in a wide range of Chinese New Year 
activities. Thank you to everyone for sending in videos and pictures of your children completing these. We cannot 
wait to share them. We know how very difficult it is to be celebrating Chinese New Year under these circumstances 
and are here to support in any way we can. 
 
Thank you to everyone for participating so brilliantly on our STEAM day this week, we had so much fantastic 
learning going on. The children achieved so much and had a great time! I am incredibly proud of them all for their 
perseverance, resilience and positivity. 
 
Primary Science week will be taking place next week, this will happen remotely for your children. We will have 
“Show Stopper” demonstrations from our home room teachers, daily challenges for children to complete with you 
at home. All of the learning journey learning this week will be linked to science. We are very excited about this and 
cannot wait to see some fantastic scientists showing their skills. Class teachers will let you know in good time should 
you need any resources. 
 
Our teachers would like to celebrate theses fantastic children on their excellent contributions to their learning this 
week. They have produced some brilliant learning online and shown themselves to be dedicated students. I hope 
you will join me in congratulating them. 
 

Year 6 – Kriya Year 5 – Daeshawn 
Year 4 – Sereena Year 3 – Hao Bang 
Year 2 – Xuan Wei Year 1 – Kyven 
FS – Sasha 

 
I hope that you all had an enjoyable day yesterday and those celebrating Thaipusam, I hope you managed the best 
celebration possible at this time. I hope you all have a nice weekend with your families ahead. Stay home and safe. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
 
 
 

Primary School Updates 
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With all the uncertainty around the future of the restriction in the current situation, our staff  have focused on what 
they know can make a positive difference providing wonderful learning experiences for our young people. 
 
Remote Learning Amazing Examples – We have seen so many examples 
of amazing work produced by the students and superb lessons taking 
place. Ms Grahame saw some super articles produced about the Battle of 
Penang in WW1 with students showing great knowledge of History but 
also wonderfully creative writing. Ms Lim was impressed with the words 
lists produced by Year 10 students in global perspectives, proving that 
collaboration is still possible even from afar 
 
Remote Learning Timetables – Next week we continue to follow the same remote learning timetable for Year 7, 8, 
9 and 10. These have been posted on the KS3 and KS4 Phoenix Classrooms for your reference. Year 11, 12 and 13 are 
in school for their mock examinations on Monday only and then revert to remote learning following their normal 
timetable, through Phoenix Classroom. Again, please do feel free to contact your child’s phase leader if you have 
any queries or need our support. 

 Key Stage Three - Ms Ooi - s.ooi1_gip@Gemsedu.com 
 Key Stage Four – Ms Lim - l.yi_gip@gemsedu.com 
 Key Stage Five – Mr O’Donovan - b.odonovan_gip@gemsedu.com 

 
Year 11, 12 and 13 Mock Examinations Results Day – We will be hosting a mock examinations results day for both 
post 16 students and Year 11 students after the half-term break. Mr O’Donovan and Ms Lim will be providing more 
information soon. Although we will be unlikely to bring them all together for this as normal, we will ensure to make 
this a special event nonetheless. Mock exam results will be shared with students during these events. 
 
Headteacher Award – PE – This week our amazing award winners for the headteacher's award have been 
recognised for their progress and attainment in PE. Our Head of PE Mr Leak has said about these students “These 
students are impressive sports men and women. They put their full effort in regardless of the challenges and we are 
so proud of them. Well done to our fitness champions” 
 
 

Year 13 Amelia Pragasam Year 12 Sebastian Tayut Fahey 
Year 11 Shivendra Year 10 Emily Pahkwan Fahey 
Year 9 Goh Kwan Yu Year 8 Sasha Rohan  
Year 7 Hilary Tan Yi Xun 

 
Assembly 8P - This week’s assembly was taken by 8P, supported by their tutor Ms Kayel. They discussed having 
an attitude of gratitude and what this means in everyday life. We were treated to a speech from out student council 
and the students took part in online quizzes and discussions with their tutor groups. 8P challenged the children to 
email a friend or teacher to express their gratitude to them. A lovely assembly leaving us considering all the things 
we should be grateful for in life. Yet again a wonderful student-led event in the secondary school. Great to see. 
 
I wish you all a restful weekend. 
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
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