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Message from the Principal  
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
May I wish all of you a fantastic Chinese New Year Holiday and remind you that there will be no remote learning 
next week and school will be closed. If you fancy a laugh check out our website here for my greeting in Mandarin! 
Once again I fear the tones have defeated me! 
 

Why our Remote Provision is Well Balanced 
I know that I have written to you before about this, but it was reinforced yesterday for me as I attended three live 
webinars as well as three other remote meetings. After every webinar I felt exhausted (in fact I very nearly dropped 
off to sleep in one of them) and I just wanted to stay away from my screen and do something else. This is why we 
have a mix of activities for your children – we know how tiring and tedious remote learning can be and how we 
need to keep screen time down to a sensible level. Any of you who is currently undertaking business remotely right 
now will know what I mean. 
 

Why Our Year 11-13 Are Learning Remotely at Present 
So, if this is the case, why are our Year 11-13 students currently not in school learning when they are allowed to. 
This is down to what we feel is in the best educational (and safety) interests of the children. 
 

As far as the information we have goes, Y11-13 are allowed in, but are not allowed to move, at all. This means lessons 
would have to be delivered in the worst possible way, with children in a classroom but remote learning, with the 
wrong teacher in front of them teaching remotely to others. 
 

We checked with another International School. Students are assigned to a classroom with fixed seating, are learning 
remotely with the same teacher in front of them teaching their own particular subject. We felt that staying at home 
and learning remotely was a better and safer option than coming into school to learn remotely. However, I was at 
fault for not letting parents know this in advance. My apologies. 
 

When Will School Re-open? 
The simple answer is that we do not know. As soon as we know, you will know!  
 

Whole School Parent Information Session - Developing Critical Thinking Skills 
Thank you to Ms. MacDonald for hosting this session, I hope that you found it useful. 
 

Join Inspirational Presentations from Malaysian and International Female Leaders 
Be inspired to take the next step in your career through these bitesize presentations from women who have a story 
to share. Free but limited tickets.  Sign up here.  Speaker details are within link.  
 

Invitation For Parents: Success Beyond School – Offering from InvestIN Education 
Free expert advice on guiding your child to a successful career. InvestIn are delighted to announce their "Success 
Beyond School" events for this term: free-of-charge interactive 'Live Online' seminars designed to help parents 
supercharge their children's career potential. 
 

Wed 24 Feb: The Skills Surgery - How to break into careers in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science 
 
Wed 3 March: The Power of Networks - How your child can build a powerful professional network 
 
These events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and free to attend. I am forwarding this to you on their behalf 
and are in no way recommending this to you. Click the link to find out more and to register. 
 
 

a 
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https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/gallery/3340-2/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/womened-females-in-february-webinar-series-tickets-139057387389
https://investin.org/pages/parent-series?mc_cid=ee2069ea09&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://investin.org/pages/parent-series?mc_cid=ee2069ea09&mc_eid=UNIQID


Parent Whatts App Support During MCO for All IT Issues 
It is great that some of you have found this useful. Please continue to use this system if you are in need of guidance. 
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=6045097010   
 

Council of British International Schools and EtonX Future Skills Online Courses 
There is a 15% discount for GIP students as part of our membership of COBIS for online courses with EtonX. Use 
code COBIS15 for a 15% discount! For full details check out their poster at here. 
 

House Points  
Congratulations to Griffin House for winning this week and extending their lead. 

YEAR HYDRA GRIFFEN KELPIE PHOENIX 
3 1 4 2 3 
4 4 3 2 1 
5 4 3 3 2 
6 3 4 2 1 
7 2 1 4 3 
8 1 3 4 2 
9 4 4 3 2 
10 2 2 2 2 
11 2 2 2 2 
12 2 2 2 2 
13 1 2 3 4 
Weekly Total 26 30 29 24 
TOTAL 82 92 77 69 

 

Online Bookstore 
While we do offer many textbooks free online for students through our Classoos subscription, parents can purchase 
their own copies if they wish. The guide is on our website here. 
 

Meal Plan 
Feb sign up meal plan link : https://forms.gle/euKr1pYwnPTioGAt5 
 March – 02nd Apr sign up meal plan link : https://forms.gle/Kbf3MLKKQVxEomwA7 
 

New Families and Refer a Friend Financial Reward Scheme 
If you have friends or colleagues, please introduce them to the school and our Admissions Team. 
(info_gip@gemsedu.com.my ) Information on Admissions can be found here. For every successful referral you will 
be rewarded with RM1,500! 
 

Upcoming Events 
FEBRUARY EVENT TIME 
Mon 8- Fri 12 CNY Holiday  
Mon 15 First Day of Term 2 Second Half Term  
Wed 17 A Level Parent Information Session Y10 TBC 
Thur 18 Safer Internet Day  

 

Parent/School Personalized Service - Communication 
Do contact the school leadership team directly if you have any concerns. Remember, your first port of call is your 
child’s homeroom teacher or subject teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue. 

Primary – n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com Secondary – s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com 
Whole School – r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com Whole School – d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com 
Parent Representative executive & Mandarin l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com 

 

GIP – A school of many nations but a family of one. 
 

Warmest regards 

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
 

School Newsletter | 5 Feb 2021 
 

 
  

https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=6045097010
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1609935124/cobis/fimriw4hbpq4lkzjnhky/Poster_EtonXFutureSkills.pdf
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/GUIDE-TO-ORDER-YOUR-BOOKS-ONLINE.pdf
https://forms.gle/euKr1pYwnPTioGAt5
https://forms.gle/Kbf3MLKKQVxEomwA7
https://pearlcity.gems.edu.my/enrollment/admission-process/
mailto:n.jncharles_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:s.findlater_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.thomas_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:d.grice_gip@gemsedu.com
mailto:l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com


School Newsletter |5 Feb 2021 
 

PAGE 3 

 
  

Dear Parents, 
  
I can’t quite believe we have reached the end of another eventful half term! I am so incredibly proud of our 
wonderful children they have shown such resilience and determination to continue to shine in their learning despite 
the challenges. It has been very challenging but I am thankful that we continue to pull together as a community to 
make this work. Thank you to all parents for your support. Fingers crossed we will be back together in school very 
soon!  
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our amazing staff team, many of whom are a long way from home, 
they have all done brilliantly, continually rising to the challenge of education online and are continuing to provide 
a fantastic curriculum remotely!   
 
This week we have all enjoyed being investigative scientists and delving deep into learning and understanding 
different scientific processes through doing many experiments. We have all had a fantastic time and the children 
have all had so much to tell us all about what they have found out. We have loved looking at all of the photos and 
videos that have been sent in! This has been a very successful week!  
 
Please note that our short snapshot reports will be published on the 18th February after the half term holiday. As 
well as this, your home room teacher will be emailing you your child’s results for their GL assessments taken earlier 
this year. Should you have any questions or want to discuss this further please do email your home room teacher 
and they will be only too happy to help you.  
  
Our teachers would like to celebrate theses fantastic scientists on their excellent contributions to their learning this 
week. They have produced some brilliant learning online and shown themselves to be dedicated students. I hope 
you will join me in congratulating them.  
 

Year 6 – Shaun Year 5 – Mirthana 
Year 4 – Amira Year 3 – Eegene 
Year 2 – Anna Year 1 – Kanisha 
FS – Xin Thong 

  
Our wonderful Miss Xiang Yi and Tang Ling have worked incredibly hard to put together this year’s Chinese New 
Year celebrations, thank you to all those families who sent contributions for this. Although we are disappointed this 
cannot be a live celebration where we come together, we really do hope you enjoy it. All children have viewed this 
in their home rooms today.  
  
I hope that you all have a wonderful break with your families despite the MCO and I wish you all a Happy and 
Prosperous Chinese New Year.  
 
Naomi Jn Charles 
Head of Primary 
 
 
 

Primary School Updates 
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This week we have been celebrating Chinese New Year across the school.  It has been lovely to see the virtual 
classrooms filled with Chinese cultural activities and so many of the children taking up the challenges of craft, 
language and creativity linked to this celebration.  All of our staff have recorded well wishes and greeting 
in Mandarin that was showcased along with highlights of the children’s work in our dedicated Chinese New Year 
celebration event today.  We were sad not to be in school to celebrate with you all but we were happy to still be able 
to come together as a community virtually.   祝您：新年快乐 身体健康 平安吉祥 Wishing you Happy Chinese New 
Year, good health & stay safe.  
  
Remote Learning Amazing Examples – Another great week for our students online.   We have seen lots of 
wonderful examples of amazing work produced by the students and inspiring lessons taking place again this 
week.  Mr Blair has been impressed his year 11 class who were using Interactive Whiteboards to answer questions 
about different regions within the diagrams. Mr Fahey was dazzled by Year 8’s pop-up models of headland coastal 
erosion and weathering. Excellent work everyone.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Remote Learning Timetables – All students are following the full remote learning timetables after half term.  These 
have been posted by Phase leaders on Phoenix Classroom as usual today.  Again, please do feel free to contact your 
child’s Phase Leader if you have any queries or need our support.  

• Key Stage Three -  Ms Ooi - s.ooi1_gip@Gemsedu.com   
• Key Stage Four – Ms Lim - l.yi_gip@gemsedu.com   
• Key Stage Five – Mr O’Donovan - b.odonovan_gip@gemsedu.com   

  
GCSE Mocks Well Done Message – Key Stage Four Phase Leader - Dear Year 11,  well done on completing your 
mocks! You will prove that dedication and learning end at resulting in excellent outcomes on Thursday 18 
February where you will be receiving your results. Our mock results assembly has been scheduled on Phoenix 
Classroom so please make sure you attend in order to receive your results.  Best wishes for receiving your 
results and good luck for more excellent achievement in the future. (Ms Lim)  
 
AS and A-Level Mocks Well Done Message – Key Stage Five Phase Leader – Dear Year 12 & 
13, congratulations.  Mocks are over and all that’s left is to see what has become of your hard work and effort. As in 
all things, let’s look at this as an opportunity to grow and learn our strengths and weaknesses. With a little over 2 
months until the exam season starts proper, there is still so much preparation to do. Don’t let your momentum slip 
now push forward and use your results in your mocks to springboard you further towards success.   Your results 
will be released to you during our mock results assembly at 2:15pm on Wednesday the 17th of February. I look 
forward to seeing you then. (Mr O’Donovan)  
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  Secondary School Updates 
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Headteacher Award – Creative Arts – This week our winners for the headteacher award have been recognised for 
their progress and attainment in the Creative Arts. Our Head of Creative Arts, Ms Christie, has said about these 
students “Well done to our students for showing resilience and determination in their Creative Arts studies during 
remote learning. Your attitude to your learning is inspiring!”  

• Y7 Rubbenaa Kumaravel  
• Y8 Ang Jo Vin  
• Y9  Chong Wan Xuan  
• Y10 Cheah Victor  
• Y11 Chang Yie Thung  

  
Assembly – Phase Leaders – This week our Phase Leaders led assemblies with their year groups to round off the 
half term.  Ms Ooi led an assembly with Key Stage Three (Year 7, 8 and 9) about the importance of posture on your 
health and wellbeing.  A pertinent topic for all of our students with the amount of screen time they currently have 
in their daily schedule.  Ms Lim led an assembly with Key Stage Four (Year 10 and 11) on the topic of smoking.  She 
discussed with them the addictive nature of smoking and the serious impact on health that it has. Students were 
mature and reflective in their activities in the session. Key Stage Five (Year 12 and 13) were discussing how having 
the right attitude can make all the difference with Mr O’Donovan.  
 
Cobis poetry competition - The English Department has the pleasure of announcing that Joshua Mathews, Nicole 
Geiger and Saathana Thyagarajan have been selected to enter into the COBIS Poetry Competition. They each wrote 
a thought-provoking poem around the theme of ‘connections’. These have now been submitted and published 
within the Council of British International School’s community, along with hundreds of other talented pupils from 
around the world. We will be following their progress throughout this competition closely and wish them the best 
of luck.  There were many high-quality candidates hoping to be chosen to be entered into this competition and 
our runner ups also deserve a special mention for their tremendous efforts: Yan 
Isabella, Dashmiita Vikneswaran and Jashraj Singh wrote wonderful poems on the theme of ‘connections’ and 
will be awarded three house points each as a celebration of their creativity. (Mrs Fielding)  
 
Immerse Education Essay Competition - Our pupils have encountered a lot of success recently within the English 
Department, and one such success is the winning of the Immerse Education competition! Alfred Cheong, Jo Vin 
Ang, Haarshaan Narendran and Seshvar Yananthan entered into the renowned essay writing competition, along 
with hundreds of other candidates internationally, and have been announced as winners of partial scholarships for 
the Cambridge Summer Programme. They have been granted the chance to either spend their summer on the 
residential course in Cambridge or online. We are so very proud of their achievement and wish them all the best in 
their success! (Mrs Fielding)  
 
I wish you all a restful half term break and a Happy Chinese New Year once again.  
  
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 
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