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Message from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Friends of GIP 
  
Celebration assemblies 
There have been a number of celebration assemblies conducted over the past two weeks which have been lovely ways 
for our children to finish the academic year. I know that a lot of teacher and student time went into preparing these. 
Congratulations to all involved. 
 
Fun Activities to End the Year 
This week saw the great success of Activities Day in Secondary School, while Primary had a wonderful drive by. More 
in the Primary and Secondary sections. 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
All week after school, teachers have been conducting online parent conferences. I hope that you all took the 
opportunity to engage fully with staff. 
 
 
Parent/School Personalized Service 
Do contact us directly if you have any concerns. If you wish a translator to be there, please contact Lin Yoke Yeong our 
PRE l.yeong_gip@gemsedu.com This is your school, we are here to help you. 
 
Some Questions Raised 
One or two parents have raised some questions via WhattsApp chat groups. None of these were asked to us at the 
school directly otherwise I would have responded earlier. Please do contact school directly if you have any questions or 
concerns so that you receive correct information. 
 
Will there be a fee reduction in September?  
There are no plans at present. GEMS have again not increased fees for the next academic year. Your fees have remained 
the same now since 2017. 
Will the school academic year be extended to the end of July?  
No. Legally and contractually, we could not do this. Also morally, we would not do this. All staff have worked 
incredibly hard and deserve their holiday period. Besides which, staff leaving us this year will do so as of July 11th. 
Will next year academic year start earlier in August?  
No. Our new staff would not be able to arrive in Malaysia to allow this and again, legally, contractually and morally, 
we could not do this. 
Will school open fully in September?  
We fully intend to do so, but we are at the mercy of Ministry regulations which have changed quite frequently. We are 
planning for every scenario at present. As soon as we know, we will let you know. 
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Laura Vertigans 
Laura Vertigans joins us from the UK where she has taught in two primary 
schools for four years. Laura has a degree in Geography and Sports 
Management from Loughborough University as well as a Post Graduate 
Certificate of Education from the University of Exeter. A keen sportswoman, 
Laura has a silver medal from the Commonwealth Youth Games in 2011 

 

David Fahey 
David Fahey joins us from the UK where he has been lecturing in Business 
Responsibility and Sustainability at the University of Huddersfield as well 
teaching Geography at Huddersfield SCIIT. David has an MBA in Finance 
from the University of Leicester, a BSc (hons) Psychology, a Masters in 
Investigative Psychology as well as a BSc in Environmental Science. 
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Introducing New Staff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are GIP. We are a family.  

 
Duncan Grice 
Principal 
 

Farewell 
It is that sad time of year when we say farewell to a number of teaching staff and students who are moving on to 
pastures new. On behalf of everyone at GIP, may I thank all the teachers who are leaving us for the hard work and 
professionalism they have shown during their tenure at GIP. To those students and families leaving us, may I wish 
you all every success in your future endeavours. 
 
Finance Update 
Term 1 Tuition Fee invoices will be released through the parent portal on 13th July 2020 for the upcoming new 
academic year starting 1st September 2020 via the email account communication@gemsedu.com. If you have not 
received your invoice, please check your junk email and/or email us at finance_gip@gemsedu.com .  
 
Payment methods 
As we are approaching the start of the new academic term, we appreciate timely payment before 31st August 2020.  If 
this is not possible, please contact us as soon as possible to discuss and make alternative arrangements. 
             a)  Cash - to cashier at school 
             b)  Cheque - Cheques drawn in favor of "GEMS EDUCATION M1 SDN BHD" 
             c)  Credit Card - either at school or online 
                  Online - https://oasis.gemseducation.com 
            e)  Bank Transfer - Bank Name: Maybank 
                   Account Name: GEMS EDUCATION M1 SDN BHD 
                   Account No: 5143 4761 6254 
                   Swift Code/IBAN : MBBEMYKL  
 
Should you need further clarification and assistance, please do not hesitate to email us at finance_gip@gemsedu.com 
or call 04 – 5097000. 
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Primary School Updates 
 

Message from the Head of Primary 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We can’t quite believe that we have come to the end of the academic year. It has certainly been the strangest of my 
career. This has been a wonderful year for our primary school and although challenging for everyone worldwide, it 
has been fantastic to see our GIP family pull together and continue to achieve so much through these tough times. I 
feel very privileged to have led GIP’s primary school through such an important moment in history and have 
thoroughly enjoyed my first year within the GEMS community. Thank you all for your support and encouragement. 
 
We were overjoyed that so many families joined us this week for our Drive – By Good Bye! It was wonderful to see all 
of your smiling faces in person and get to talk to you properly! We have missed you all so much and cannot wait to 
have everyone back in school properly for September. Thank you all for joining us! 
 
This week we have been very pleased to meet parents for the end of year parents evenings it has been extremely 
beneficial to discuss our children’s progress, attainment and next steps. It has been fantastic to share the great 
progress and successes of all of our children and we thank you for joining us for this. 
 
There really is so much progress and so many successes that all of our children can be extremely proud of this year. I 
hope that you will join me in congratulating all of them. It has been a pleasure working with all of our young people 
this year and we cannot wait to be back to learning again in September. 
 
I wish you all a happy, healthy and restful break. 
 
Naomi JN Charles 
Head of Primary 
 
Please do click the links below to see of the weeks learning on our year group blogs. 
FS1 - https://bit.ly/3fgiA2o 
 
FS2 -  https://bit.ly/2Oa00gp 
 
Year 1 - https://bit.ly/3iUaG11 
 
Year 2 - https://bit.ly/3fgtJ35 
 
Year 3 - https://bit.ly/2VYlam3 
 
Year 4 - https://bit.ly/2ZelQ8V 
 
Year 5 -  https://bit.ly/38GkjeI 
 
Year 6 -  https://bit.ly/3ffO095 
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Secondary School Updates 
 

 

Parent Consultation Events – A huge thank you to all of the parents who attended the parent-teacher consultations this 
week.  It was lovely to be able to review the year with you face to face, even if it was remotely.  All reports have been 
published and shared with families now.  Please feel free to speak to our parent relations executive if you need support 
accessing these. 
 
Celebration Assemblies – We had the most wonderful celebration assemblies this week in the secondary school.  Our 
progress leaders Mr Davis, Ms Lim and Mr Lee put a huge amount of work and effort into the planning and preparation 
of these assemblies to try and make sure they were as special as they possibly could be while still being remote.  Our 
tutors gave wonderfully personal and heartfelt speeches about their time with the children this year.  Our music teacher 
Ms Ruewen supported the student to perform amazing musical pieces for the events.  It was lovely to see so many 
students celebrated in the awards that were given out.  We had an enormous number of you join us at each of these 
events and we thank you for your attendance.  A great way to end a very challenging term. 
 
Activities Day – We hosted am amazing activities day on Monday.  The students signed up and took part in a whole host 
of activities across the day.  Activities included live cooking sessions, high-intensity workouts, guitar lessons, Bollywood 
dance tutorials, quizzes and lots more.  The student had the most wonderful time and their feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive.  It was a very much needed day filled with fun. 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 into Year 7 Transition – Congratulations to our Year 6 students who took part in a transition day on 
Monday.  Students attended secondary lessons with our wonderful secondary teachers across the day.  Lots of smiles and 
focus in the lessons.  The students did a great job.  We are so looking forward to welcoming them into the secondary 
school in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
Receipt of Exam Results Summer 2020 – We are awaiting further instruction from Cambridge Examination Board 
regarding the receipt of GCSE and AS results this summer.  We will ensure to update you once we know of these agreed 
arrangements.   
 
Start of Next Academic Year – We will be sending out updates over the summer regarding return to school and 
necessary details once we receive up to date guidance from the ministry of education and the ministry of health.  Thank 
you for your patience and understanding over this last term.  We very much hope to return to school under happier and 
more normal circumstances in September. 
 
 
 
Sarah Findlater 
Head of Secondary 

 

GEMS International School Pearl City, Penang  
+604 509 7000 | www.gems.edu.my 
 

 

Message from the Head of Secondary 

Secondary Head Teacher Awards – Please find below the 
students who have been selected for the headteacher 
awards this week by the Science team.  A huge 
congratulations to them all.  We are very proud of you. 
 

 Year 7 – Kywen Tan 
 Year 8 – Alex Heng 
 Year 9 – Adriana Beh 
 Year 10 – Jessie Lee 
 Year 12 – Hui Ying 

 


